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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 34, 36-44, 46-51 , 53-61 , 63-64 and 66 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable by Metcalf (US 20010040671). 

Regarding claim 34, Metcalf discloses, an electronic device for viewing images 
comprising a viewing surface, said viewing surface being substantially continuous and 
having a plurality of directions of frontal observation distributed continuously in an 
angular field of observation (Paragraph 0003-0004 and 0030) 

Regarding claim 36, Metcalf discloses, wherein said angular field of observation 
is substantially equal to 360° (Paragraph 0030 and 0032). 

Regarding claim 37, Metcalf discloses, wherein said viewing surface is a surface 
with single curvature (Paragraph 000030 and 0032). 

Regarding claim 38, Metcalf discloses, wherein said viewing surface is a surface 
with double curvature (Paragraph 000030 and 0032). 
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Regarding claim 39, Metcalf discloses, wherein said viewing surface is a 
convex surface (Paragraph 0030 and 0032). 

Regarding claim 40, Metcalf discloses, wherein said viewing surface has, at least 
in part, cylindrical shape (Paragraph 0030- 0032 and 0049). 

Regarding claim 41, Metcalf discloses, wherein said viewing surface is 
substantially cylindrical (Paragraph 0030, 0032 and 0049). 

Regarding claim 42, Metcalf discloses, wherein said viewing surface comprises 
at least a flexible, curved viewing element (Paragraph 0030-0030 and 0049). 

Regarding claim 43, Metcalf discloses, wherein said viewing surface comprises a 
plurality of viewing elements (Paragraph 0030-0030 and 0049, also see Fig. 1, el. 32 
and 14). 

Regarding claim 44, Metcalf discloses, a module for processing video signals 
capable of being fed with an incoming video stream and capable of dividing said stream 
into a plurality of sub-streams, each of which is sent to one of said display elements of 
said plurality of sub-streams (Paragraph 0045-0047). 

Regarding claim 46, Metcalf discloses, comprising a processing module 
associated therewith capable of being fed with a stream of video signals representing a 
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panoramic image having an extension in the direction of the width, said processing 
module being capable of varying the position of representation of said panoramic image 
on said viewing surface with a sliding effect of said panoramic image in the direction of 
said width (Paragraph 0030,0045-0047). 



Regarding claim 47, Metcalf discloses, at least a loudspeaker for the 
reproduction of an audio signal associated with said viewing surface (Paragraph 0042). 

Regarding claim 48, Metcalf discloses, a plurality of loudspeakers distributed in 
said angular field (Paragraph 0042). 

Regarding claim 49, Metcalf discloses, a display module for driving the viewing of 
an image on said viewing surface and an audio reproduction module for reproducing 
respective audio signals through the loudspeakers of said plurality (Paragraph 0042- 
0045). 

Regarding claim 50, Metcalf discloses, wherein said display module and said 
audio reproduction module are operatively connected to convey to each of the 
loudspeakers of said plurality a respective audio signal referred to the portion of image 
displayed in a portion of said viewing surface adjacent to said loudspeaker (Paragraph 
0042-0045 and 0052-0055). 
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Regarding claim 51, Metcalf discloses, an imaging unit for capturing panoramic 
Images (Paragraph 0046-0047 and 0052-0055). 

Regarding claim 53, Metcalf discloses, configured to reproduce on said viewing 
surface the images captured by said imaging unit (Paragraph 0046-0047 and 0052- 
0055). 

Regarding claim 54, Metcalf discloses, wherein said imaging unit is located in a 
remote position relative to said display unit (Paragraph 0052-0056 and Fig. 4-6). 

Regarding claim 55, Metcalf discloses, wherein said imaging unit is connected to 
said device by means of a telecommunication channel (Paragraph 0053). 

Regarding claim 56, Metcalf discloses, wherein said imaging unit and said 
viewing surface are mounted on a common support (Fig. 1, el. 56 and Paragraph 0031- 
0033). 

Regarding claim 57, Metcalf discloses, said imaging unit and said viewing 
surface have a common main axis (Fig. 1, el. 56 and Paragraph 0031- 
0033). 

Regarding claim 58, Metcalf discloses, wherein said imaging unit is, at least in 
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part, located in an inner position relative to said viewing surface (Paragraph 0052- 
0057). 

Regarding claim 59, Metcalf discloses, wherein said imaging unit is located in a 
distanced position relative to said viewing surface (Paragraph 0052-0057). 

Regarding claim 60, Metcalf discloses, at least a network interface configured to: 
transmit to a homologous device the panoramic images captured by said imaging unit, 
and receive from said homologous device image signals to be displayed on said viewing 
surface (Paragraph 0056 and 0069). 

Regarding claim 61 , Metcalf discloses, wherein said device comprises at least an 
interface configured to allow communication with said homologous device by means of 
a communication network (Paragraph 0056, 0061 and 0069). 

Regarding claim 63, Metcalf discloses, wherein said at least one interface is 
configured to allow a wireless communication (Paragraph 0045). 

Regarding claim 64, Metcalf discloses, a videoconference facility comprising at 
least a device as claimed in claim 60 (Paragraph 0061). 

Regarding claim 65, Metcalf discloses, a videoconference network comprising at 
least a first and a second device as claimed in claim 60, capable of connecting with 
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each other (Paragraph 0061). 

Regarding claim 66, see claim 34 rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 45, 35 and 62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Metcalf (US 2001 0040671 ). 

Regarding claim 45, Metcalf discloses, wherein said viewing surface is obtained 
with a TFT viewing structure (Paragraph 0059). 

Although Metcalf does not explicitly teach that the viewing surface is also obtained with 
LED or OLED, Metcalf discloses that the viewing surface could be CRT, LCD , any 
variety of pixels element display, gas plasma display, HDTV, flexible pixel element 
display. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to modify Metcalf so the viewing surface would be LED or 
OLED in order to improve the system and yield more predictable results. 

Regarding claim 35, Metcalf discloses, wherein said angular field of observation 
is up to 360 degree (Paragraph 0032). 

Metcalf does not explicitly teach that said angular field of observation is no smaller than 
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However, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made to modify Metcalf so the angular field of observation is no smaller 
than 180° in order to provide a better image. 

Regarding claim 62, Metcalf discloses, communication network (paragraph 

0061). 

Although Metcalf does not explicitly discloses, wherein said communication network is 
selected from the group of a wide area network, the internet and a WLAN network, 
Metcalf discloses that the communication network could be wired, wireless or optic; 
therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made to modify Metcalf to include any type of network in order to 
increase the system capabilities and yield more predicable results. 

5. Claim 52 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Metcalf 
(US 2001 0040671 ) in view of Oren (US 6,208369). 

Regarding claim 52, Metcalf discloses, imaging unit. 
Metcalf does not disclose that the imaging unit comprises anamorphic optics. 
Oren discloses an apparatus for recording an image, wherein the imaging unit 
comprises anamorphic optics. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made to modify Metcalf with Oren to include anamorphic optics to 
improve the system to produce an image the full height of the frame and twice the width. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARIA EL-ZOOBI whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3434. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8AM-5 
PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on 571-272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/M. E.I 
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